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UM HISTORY DEPARTMENT RECEIVES $100,000 GIFT 
MISSOULA, Mont. -
A Canadian couple has presented The University of Montana history department with a 
$100,000 gift that will establish a fellowship for the department’s most-promising graduate 
student in European history.
The gift, one of the largest ever given to the Department of History, came from Ezio 
Cappadocia, a retired professor of European history at McMaster University in Hamilton, 
Ontario, and his wife, Helen Ingersoll Cappadocia. They live in Missoula part-time.
The Cappadocia fund will memorialize her parents, Rufus and Janet Ingersoll, who 
studied at UM in the 1920s. The Cappadocias also endowed the fund out of friendship for UM 
Professor Richard Drake, a scholar in European history who shares an interest in modern 
Italian history.
Mr. Cappadocia, whose academic career spans 50 years, is an expert on modern French 
history and Italian opera, on which he has lectured extensively.
The inaugural Cappadocia Fellow is Peter Lawless, a master’s candidate from Seattle, 
who is preparing a thesis on German intellectual history. Lawless earned an undergraduate 
degree in comparative history of ideas and Germanics at the University of Washington in 1996,
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and he has studied at Tubingen, Germany. He was selected for the fellowship by UM 
European history faculty.
Drake described Lawless as “one of the most intellectually promising graduate students 
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